Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Dedication of Offering    
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -                 “America, the Beautiful”                Page 572              

     *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                


* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost July 2, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS FOR July 2nd: Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff, 3rd person to be announced; July 9th and 16th - Ann Hale, Ken Bechtel, 3rd person to be announced; July 23rd and 30th - Bridget & Christine Campbell, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: July 2nd - Marie Herb; July 9th - Bridget Campbell; July 16th - Sue Faust; July 23rd - Seth Guertin; July 30th - Marie Herb.

LAY READERS: July 2 - Sue Faust; July 9 - Leon Shaffer; July 16 - Jan Quinn; July 23 - Carolyn Nye; July 30 - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: June 4 & June 11- Ken Bechtel; June 18 & 25 - Ed Dobbin; July 2 & 9 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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                                     July 2, 2023

                           Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor                                                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

   July 2, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Servers: Terri Herb, Seth Guertin
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Marie Herb                   

L:  Our God is a mighty God! 
P:  Let us honor and bow down before him.
L:  Our God is a holy God!
P:  Let us stand in awe before him.
L:  Our God is a living God!

P:  Let us rejoice and take courage.
L: Come, let us worship God.
      *Hymn -   “Battle Hymn of the Republic”            Page 569
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Father, we come as guests unworthy of your invitation. We have disobeyed your will. We have neglected our duties. We have faltered in our faith. We have quarreled with each other. We have neglected the means of grace. Nevertheless, we have received your invitation, so we have responded in faith and ask that you will receive us in mercy. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 13:1-6 (Responsive)                                  
L: How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?

P: How long must I bear pain in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?
L:  Consider and answer me, O Lord my God! Give light to my eyes or I will sleep the sleep of death,

P: and my enemy will say, ‘I have prevailed’; my foes will rejoice because I am shaken.

L: But I trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

P: I will sing to the Lord, because he has dealt bountifully with me.
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
    I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -          “My Country, ’Tis of Thee”       Page   410                                     
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Genesis 22:1-14      (Pg. 22 O.T. Pew Bible) Sermon Text  
                    Matthew 10:40-42  Pg. 14 N.T. Pew Bible)  

                                  Sue Faust, Lay Reader     

     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
Sermon:                           “The Greatest of Love”  
     CHURCH CALENDAR
July   2 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Terri Herb, Seth Guertin

No Elders or Deacons Meetings in July

July  4 - Holiday - Church offices are closed - Happy July 4th!

July  9 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 10 -  7:00PM - Search Committee Meeting

July 11 - 5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys

July 12 - Setup tables for Back-to-School Free Yard Sale

July 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 19 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

July 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 30- 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON TUESDAY, JULY 4th!  We wish everyone a blessed and safe July 4th holiday!

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday July 11th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken & Waffles, Coleslaw, fruit, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. July 6th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  *Emma Byerly and Family of Randy Byerly, Matt & Sherry Byerly & Family; Pat Buckler, (Diane Shaffer’s friend, had surgery); Dennis & Janette Leitzel & Family; Diane Shaffer; Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry; Ed Dobbin; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend); Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are beginning to collect donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. It may seem early but lots of donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.
Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 
            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At the The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 
      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 
      Helpers are needed to setup tables and sort clothing from July 12th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing before July 11th is welcome to help, call church office.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 
    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)
     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 
 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
                         LOOKING AHEAD….

FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget  or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
         HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY JULY 4th!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for July 2, 2023

Invocation:  

God our Father, we thank You that You have called us into this house of worship and that we belong to You as Your children.  We come now longing to feel Your presence and to hear Your Word that we may be refreshed and strengthened for service in the world.  Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.

Sripture:  Genesis 22:1-14, Matthew 10:40-42

Sermon:



 “The Greatest Of Love”
Take a moment and think about something you love dearly, it could be your spouse, children, a possession.  Just think about the thing you love the most.  Keep that person or object in the back of your mind as we think about the battle between God and the gods we serve.  Isn’t love a good thing? Shouldn’t we love others, and on a different level love the things we are blessed with?   I am supposed to love my spouse, my children, parents, grandchildren, friends, etc...?  Shouldn’t we love these people.  Well, the answer is a resounding YES.   But the real question is “what position do we give them in our hearts?”

The great theologian Augustine described false gods as “disordered loves.”   Basically, the point he was making is that often legitimate loves that are out of order in our lives are the root of the problem.   Just like pleasure and success, love becomes a problem when what or who we love sits on the top of our heart.  When what we love pushes God to a lower level, we have a problem.  

How can we tell if our love for another person has been put ahead of God?   Well, when we start to compromise what we KNOW is RIGHT and PLEASING to God in order to obtain, maintain, or please a said PERSON.  When we would compromise our faith for another person, we know our love is out of order.

Today we read Genesis 22. And we read this story of Abraham and his beloved son, Isaac and we see that Abraham is forced to make a choice as to who is going to occupy first place in his heart - the Lord or his son Isaac.  Genesis 22:1–2 says, “After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he answered.  “Take your son,” He said, “your only son Isaac, whom you love, go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”

Wow! This doesn’t seem right on any level when we look at it from our perspective.   Verse 1 says God tested Abraham.   Now this passage is the last time we have record that God spoke to Abraham.   Before we call God a monster for what He was asking Abraham to do we need to see that Abraham had a tendency, as we all do at times, to struggle with using human schemes to see that God fulfilled his promises.  For instance, Abraham taking Lot with him when God said to leave everything.  What about Sarah’s plan with Hagar to have a child, and Abraham lying twice about Sara being his wife.   God is going to put Abraham to the test.  By the way, God’s testing of Abraham was not meant for him to fail, but rather for him to grow in his faith. 

Isaac was special to Abraham.  Isaac was the son that Abraham and Sara had waited many years for.  Sara was 90 and Abraham was 100.  Talk about a mid-life surprise!   Isaac was the beginning of God starting to fulfill His promises to Abraham.   God wanted to know if He was Abraham’s first love.  God does not mess around; He goes right to the heart of Abraham!

Isaac is usually thought of as a young boy.  But the Jewish historian Josephus says Isaac was about 27.  Other Jewish traditions say he was as old as 37.  But nevertheless, he was still dear to Abraham.

If God were to ask you to sacrifice something you hold dear, what would you do?   Would you trust God enough to do it?  Or would you compromise your faith.  That is tough!  What is that thing that you love most?   If God would ask you to sacrifice it for Him, would you do it, could you do it?   Would you trust that He would provide a way for any potential loss?

I want to point out one thing.  Notice in verse two that God asks Abraham to take the son that he LOVES.  Do you realize this is the first time in the bible the word LOVE is used?  Love is not used when God created.  Love was not used of a husband and wife or a man to God relationship; it is used of a man’s love of his son.  Have no doubt, Isaac is special to Abraham.  

Genesis 22:3–8 say, “So Abraham got up early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took with him two of his young men and his son Isaac. He split wood for a burnt offering and set out to go to the place God had told him about.  On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.  Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.’  Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac. In his hand he took the fire and the sacrificial knife, and the two of them walked on together.  Then Isaac spoke to his father Abraham and said, ‘My father.’ And he replied, ‘Here I am, my son.’ Isaac said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham answered, ‘God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.’ Then the two of them walked on together.”

This might have been a good day to call in sick, but Abraham doesn’t operate that way.   He made the preparations and he and Isaac and a couple of servants were on their way.   I would love to know what Abraham was thinking as he started out on the journey that God had assigned to him.   The more I think about this situation and the more I see Abraham’s obedience to God, I am not sure he was stressing about this.  Even with Abraham’s faith struggles he had grown to trust God.  He seems to be learning that since the promises were God’s it was God’s responsibility to see to it that the promises were fulfilled!  We see no indication that Abraham was worried about what was going to happen.

As they get within sight of the place where the burnt offering was to take place, Abraham asked the young men to wait and notice what he says in verse five – “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you.”  Notice he says WE!  He knew one way or another he was coming back with Isaac.  Because remember, God made a promise and Abraham is in a place in life where he knows if God promises, God will deliver, God will make it happen.   I call this a journey of love because it was a journey of Abraham’s love for God.

Would you be willing to make a journey of love for God?  Could we without complaint, without doubting that God would keep His promise, go on this journey taking the very thing we love the most to be sacrificed on the altar for God?   

Genesis 22:9–10 says, “When they arrived at the place that God had told him about, Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood. He bound his son Isaac and placed him on the altar on top of the wood.  Then Abraham reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son.”

Abraham takes his son and ties him up.  Now for a moment, think of Isaac. Do you wonder what was going through his mind? Is my dad crazy?  Why in the world would Isaac allow his dad to do this? What was it in him that allowed him to let his father put him on the altar in the first place?  I think Isaac trusted his father. He knew that whatever happened his father would do the right thing and that God would come through.  I am sure that Abraham shared the story of Isaac’s birth with Isaac.   Isaac knew his significance to God, and it seems like he trusted God also.

So here it is in verse ten, Abraham reached out and took the knife and held it over his son.

Genesis 22:11–19 says, “But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ He replied, ‘Here I am.’  Then He said, ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy or do anything to him. For now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your only son from Me.’  Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son.  And Abraham named that place The LORD Will Provide, so today it is said: ‘It will be provided on the LORD’s mountain.’  Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, ‘By Myself I have sworn,’ this is the LORD’s declaration: ‘Because you have done this thing and have not withheld your only son, I will indeed bless you and make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand on the seashore. Your offspring will possess the gates of their enemies.  And all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring because you have obeyed My command.’  Abraham went back to his young men, and they got up and went together to Beer-sheba. And Abraham settled in Beer-sheba.”

God stopped the sacrifice of Isaac.  God knew Abraham loved God more than anything else, and as a result God blessed Abraham.   We need to understand that God did not want to take Isaac away from Abraham; God wanted Abraham to be able to love Isaac even more.  The way for that to happen is to be sure that Abraham loved and trusted God even more.   Love is not like a bank account where you only have so much, love has no end.   Abraham knew that if he obeyed God that God would bless him.

Psalm 37:4 says to “take delight in the LORD, and He will give you your heart’s desires.”  God doesn’t want to take people or things from you, He wants you to realize that when you put God first what you have, you will be able to love and appreciate more.  When you have everything that the world offers and it come ahead of God, life is going to be empty and unsatisfying.   But, when you put God first, when you love God first, life will take on new meaning and will have more fulfillment!  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Eternal God, we thank You for Your loving and faithful presence with us.  Grant us the strength of trust to hold on and to believe that even when we suffer, and even when the way seems unclear and uncertain You are still near and Your love will never let us go.   You indeed will go before us and level the mountains of concern, and trouble and heartbreak and fear.  When we face times that are overwhelming and confusing, help us to seek Your guidance to hold fast to Your promises and to stay open to new opportunities for service and growth.

As we approach the fourth of July, we pray for our nation.  We ask You to give us wise leaders that will lead this nation in the right direction.  May our leaders be people who honor Your holy name, for it is only from You that they will get true wisdom. 

We pray today for those who are suffering.  We also pray this morning for those who are ill and for those who are recovering from recent procedures.  We pray for those who are hurting and confused, and anxious, for those who are depressed and grieving, and feeling helpless and hopeless.  Touch all with Your amazing grace.  Enfold us in Your limitless love and lead us to a place that brings us toward wholeness and trust.  Help us to live up to the high ideals of our faith as we seek to be followers of Jesus every day.

And finally, O God, be with us in our individual lives and our personal walks of faith and be with us as we seek to be a community of faith here at the Valleys.

God, you are the hopes of those who know you, love you, and serve you.  Enable us this week to live by faith, to walk in love and compassion, and to serve You and our world with gladness.  We pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

And now may God our Father “. . . bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.”  Amen

